Work/Life Meeting Minutes 16 July 08

Attendance: Margaret Gleeson, John McCollow, David Matters, Martin Thomas, Maggie May, Laura Velm, Paul Groening

Chair: Maggie May

Agenda: Seminar on Future of Unions, ABCC Protest, “Constructing Fear” Showing, Finance Report, Union Conference in Iraq.

“Constructing Fear” Showing – It was decided to show the film “Constructing Fear” about the ABCC as a Work/Life activity at the Paddington Workers’ Club on Wednesday, 20 August (6.30pm ?). Gold coin donation. Need to organise digital projector. In addition regular avenues of publicising/advertising, to be publicised at protest on 8 August and market stall on 9 August (see below).

Tasks:
Ross Gwyther to be asked to develop leaflet advertising the event
Maggie to contact Paddo Workers Club.
Finance Report – Laura reported. Current balance (not including tonight’s donations): $301.60. Will shortly need to renew domain name and pay web registration. Total cost should be a bit over $100.

Iraq Conference – Martin provided copies of letter from APHEDA re a union conference in Iraq. APHEDA is seeking support both in terms of financial donations and attendance. Conference is currently scheduled for August but more likely to be held early next year. Information on the conference and the APHEDA request will be circulated via Work/Life email list and website, asking people to raise the issue as appropriate with their organisations. Contact to be made with relevant union personnel, including at QCU.

ABCC Protest – After considerable discussion it was decided to hold a protest outside of Kevin Rudd’s office, adjacent to main road, on Friday, 8 August, 6-8 am. It was also decided to publicise the issue at a market stall in West End on Saturday morning, 9 August.

Need to organise leaflet/fact sheets, placards, street theatre gear (ball & chain, etc). It was suggested that post cards for signing be organised (estimated cost $200?). Contact to be made with relevant (construction) unions; these may be willing to produce/badge support materials. Need to promote event. Need to contact press; try to organise press coverage. Contact Wynnum Your Rights at Work Group for support. Will need to seek participants for both events through Work/Life email list and website.

Tasks:

Ross Gwyther to be asked to construct postcard.

Paul to check CFMEU website for material for fact sheet

Maggie to contact Wynnum Your Rights at Work group

John to do up a draft press release

Maggie to contact construction unions to seek support (including financial support)
Models of Unionism for the 21st Century Seminar – It was noted that John Robertson had accepted the invitation to address this seminar, which should create a lot of interest. The venue will be the Paddo Workers Club. Need to publicise widely and vigorously. Should develop a leaflet for use at the 9 August stall. Should also see if can generate media interest, interview, press conference. There was discussion of the possibility of filming/recording the event.  Refreshments (cheese, bikkies, coffee, tea) should be provided along with cash bar.

After discussion it was decided to approach Ron Monaghan to Chair the seminar or Dick Williams if Ron is not available.

After discussion it was decided that there should be only one second speaker. The following academics were suggested:

Stefane Le Queux

Janis Bailey

Kay Broadbent

David Peetz

It was decided that Stefane Le Queux should be approached in the first instance.

Tasks:

Ross Gwyther to be asked to develop leaflet advertising the event.

Maggie to contact Paddo Workers Club

David to approach Ron Monaghan about Chairing (subsequently Dick Williams if Ron unavailable)

Maggie to approach Stefane Le Queux (or another academic if he is not available)
